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Abstract. The study examines basic cognitive features represented in motivational structures
and explores the conceptualization of 'life' within the Turkish linguistic world picture. Drawing on
cognitive linguistics and dictionaries from various periods, it investigates how the origins—from the
perspectives of different scholars—shape the semantic field of 'life' in the Turkish language. The
research highlights the essential role this concept plays in shaping the perception of life within Turkish
society, tracing its evolving meaning and importance from the past to the present. By analyzing
dictionaries, the study examines how the concept maintained its core meaning while acquiring
additional connotations over time. Through this analysis, the authors seek to clarify how the concept
of'life' was formed, represented, and interpreted throughout the history of the Turkish linguistic world
view.

Annomayus. PaccmarpuBaroTcsi 0a30Bbleé KOTHUTUBHBIE NPU3HAKH, KOTOPHIE BBISBISAIOTCS B
MOTHUBHPYIOIIUX OCOOEHHOCTSX, MOJAYEPKUBAIOIINX KOHLENTYaIU3alUI0 UJIEU JKU3HHU B TYpELKOH
S3BIKOBOM KapTUHE MUpa. M3ydas KOTHUTUBHYIO JIMHTBUCTUKY U CJIOBAPU Pa3HBIX IIEPUOAOB, aBTOPBI
UCCIIeIOBANI, KaK MCTOKH, C TOYKU 3PEHMS pa3HbIX YUYEHBIX, (OPMHUPYIOT CEMAHTHYECKOE I0JIe
KOHIIETITA «OKU3HbY» B TYPELKOM si3bIke. OCHOBHOM LI€TIBIO ATOTO MCCIIEI0BAHUS SIBIISIETCS BBISIBICHUE
pOJM, KOTOPYIO KOHIIENT UIpaeT B (OPMHUPOBAHUU MOHUMAHMS KOHLEMLUHU >KU3HU B TYpPELKOM
of1iecTBe, nepeaaBas Ha MPOTSHKEHUHM BPEMEHU — OT MPOIJIOro K HACTOSAIIEMY — €T0 CMBICH U
BOXHOCTb. l3ydas cimoBapu, aBTOpBI BBIBUIIM, KaK IIOHATHUE <CGKU3HB» COXPAHSJIO CBOE
NepBOHAYaJIbHOE 3HAUYEHUE U MPHOOpPETaso HOBblE 3HAUEHUsl ¢ TedeHueM BpeMeHu. [locpeacTBom
3TOTO MCCIIEOBAHUS aBTOPbHI CTPEMATCS MPOSICHUTH, Kak (OpMUpPOBaiach, penpe3eHTUPOBANIACh U
OLICHMBAJACh KOHLENLHUA <CKU3Hb» Ha IPOTSHKEHUU BCEH MCTOPUM TYPELKOIO SI3BIKOBOTO
MHUPOBO33PEHHUSL.
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The present paper explores the basic cognitive features that shape the concept of life in the
Turkish linguistic picture of the world, examining how language reflects values, beliefs, and
experiences shared within one nation and related to human existence. The aim of this paper is to make
necessary corrections and present more verified results based on a previous study. The concept of life
holds a unique and multifaceted place in culture, shaping the worldview and the way individuals
perceive their existence, purpose, and interactions. Within the framework of language, this concept
reflects not only a collectivistic understanding of life but also affects how Turkish people navigate
the world around them. In Turkish, a language deeply intertwined with history, traditions, and
philosophy, the concept of hayat (life) encapsulates a rich array of meanings. This current study
revisits and rectifies the analysis presented in the article titled “Motivating Features of the Concept
of Life in the Turkish Linguistic Picture of the World” [9].

According to V. I. Karasik, “there are unique research methods for deciphering the meaning of
the concept and nearby designations, which are focused on the linguocultures, people, and society”
[1].

As noted by Y. S. Stepanov, “the complex structure of the concept includes every aspect of it,
including its cultural component, original form, etymology, important historical aspects, associations,
evaluations, and other elements.” These are isothemes [2].

Based on the conceptual methodology evolved by the Saint Petersburg and Kemerovo School
of Conceptual Studies, initiated by Professor M. V. Pimenova, a strategy was used to approach the
study of the concept of “life” from the angle of its origins. This permitted the determination of one of
the most important key points of the concept: the structure and genesis of meaning. Important
etymological and historical dictionaries of the Turkish language and works of Turkish literature form
the foundation of this current study. The etymological dictionaries are the main source for studying
and revealing the semantic evolution of meaning over time [4].

Additionally, literary works from various genres and historical eras of Turkish literature were
analyzed and used as a secondary tool to reflect the setting of life in the language. The word “hayat”
(life) was adopted into the Turkish language from Arabic, where it has retained its original meanings.
It refers to life, existence, and energy. Over time, while the core meaning of the word in Turkish still
indicates biological life, its significance has also expanded to encompass wider, more philosophical
ideas, such as the nature of being or the experience of living. The study identified important features
of the concept of life (hayat) using information from etymological definitions in the Turkish language.
The first and most common feature provided in most resources is “yasam”, meaning “living”. For
Turkish people, life is equivalent to living, which is not just having life but feeling alive. The next
feature is “varolus”, which means “existence”. “Hayat” is its vital, conscious form, and it is the
ontological basis. All organisms “exist” in the world [4-8].

The feature “vitality or being alive” is objectified by the word “canlilik.” It is among the most
fundamental and essential aspects of life. Without vitality, life would become meaningless and
passive. Vitality is the source of life's energy and movement; it symbolizes the dynamism and activity
that all living things exhibit [8].

The next feature is “siirekli bir yasam bi¢imi,” which means “continuous way of living.” It
highlights that life is a continuous, fluid process that develops over time, rather than a permanent or
unchanging object. Understanding the essence of time itself, as well as the ideas of growth, aging,
and change, depends on this continuous movement [6].

The feature “change” is actualized by the word “degisim.” Life is dynamic, ever-changing, and
ever-evolving. It is this continuous movement that brings about change and fresh experiences in our
lives. Life would lose its vitality and dynamism in the absence of change, resulting in a condition of
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stasis where development and advancement are impossible. Essentially, life's constant motion is what
keeps our path engaging, significant, and full of growth opportunities [7, §].

The next feature is “yolculuk,” meaning “journey.” For Turkish society, life has always been
considered a journey full of ups and downs [8].

The feature “yasam anlami,” which means “morality or meaning of life,” is the next feature.
For Turkish people, hayat (life) is about more than just being alive; it also has a specific meaning or
purpose. For them, life is related to the things that matter, what people believe in, and their emotions
about the world. Life might seem empty or perplexing if it lacks meaning. The next important feature
of the concept is “deger,” meaning “value.” Within the Turkish linguistic world, life (hayat) carries
both intrinsic meaning and importance that is assigned from the outside. The perception and
understanding of its value differ significantly among various cultures, communities, and personal
viewpoints, with each one interpreting and assigning value in its own distinct manner.

The feature “liveliness” is objectified by the word “dirilik.” Since a significant portion of the
Turkish population adheres to Islam, there is a strong relationship among the culture, religion, and
concepts. Within Islamic teachings and Turkish customs, “hayat” reflects more than the passage of
time or bodily functions. It represents something precious and vital, bestowed upon us as a treasure.
Life becomes genuinely significant when we embrace “dirilik,” which represents a vibrant, dynamic
sensation within us. Another feature, “the activity of life,” is verbalized by the words “yasam
hareketi.” The activity or energy maintains and gives life. It is seen as an unseen force that fuels joy,
conflict, and creativity in living things. All the situations that people face and their behavior are
connected to this activity, which means that life is always in progress. The feature “avlu” means
“courtyard.” The word “hayat” evolved linguistically and culturally in Ottoman Turkish and other
Anatolian languages, progressively taking on a meaning that went beyond merely expressing the idea
of life or existence. It eventually came to refer to a specific architectural feature seen in traditional
residential buildings. In particular, “hayat” started to refer to a semi-open space that was an essential
component of the home's design. This area was frequently planned as a veranda, a front hall, or a
courtyard-like addition that was only partially covered but still accessible from the outside. The next
feature is “giindelik yasam,” which means “daily life.” All these daily activities together form a
complete group that represents life itself. Another feature, “yasam siiresi,” is objectified by the word
“miiddet,” which means “period of time.” The fact that it evolved over time from meaning physical
freshness to referring to the temporal duration of life illustrates the intimate connection between
human perceptions of time, aging, and the environment. This linguistic shift reflects a perspective on
life that views its progression through the lens of natural cycles, highlighting the connection between
vitality, aging, and the passage of time in the Turkish language and culture [6, 7].

The next feature is "6liim ile yagam arasindaki zaman," which denotes the "time and lifespan
between life and death." These words, which reflect on human existence, fate, and the passage of
time, are often used with deep philosophical and poetic significance in both Ottoman and
contemporary Turkish literature. “Fakat bu ayr1 meziyette, ayr1 zihniyette insanlar biitlin zaman
ayriliklarinin Gistlinden hayatimda bir daha ayrilmamak sartiyla birlestiler.” The feature “social value”
is verbalized by the words “toplumsal deger.” As a social value, life (hayat) places the greatest
emphasis on the collective, common features of existence. Turkish literature and culture often depict
life as being fundamentally connected to community, shared experiences, and traditions. In contrast
to strictly individualistic notions, this perspective highlights the significance of social interactions,
cooperation, and shared memory in shaping human existence.

The table shows 16 motivating features found through a deep analysis of etymological
dictionaries. As proven by the findings, the concept of life (hayat) has a wider meaning than just “life”
in the Turkish linguistic picture of the world. Through the stable information from these sources, the
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basic cognitive features depicted on the left of the table were found. The resources show that some
features of the concept, such as “life,” “living,” “vitality,” and “existence,” are found in all
dictionaries, but some features, such as “continuous flow,” “development,” “change,” “journey,”
“morality,” “courtyard,” “time,” “social value,” and others, are found in certain dictionaries as set out
in the table.
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The diagram illustrates the motivating features of the Turkish understanding of the word hayat
(life) as reconstructed from etymological dictionaries of the Turkish language. At the top of the
diagram, the source of the research—dictionaries of the Turkish language—is indicated, underlining
that the meaning was derived from a deep analysis of historical, etymological, and important
dictionaries. From this source, a directional arrow leads to the concept hayat (life), representing the
flow from the data to the semantic field.

‘ DICTIONARIES OF THE TURKISH LANGUAGE ’
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“Yasam”, “Canlilik”, “Varolus”,“Siirekli Yasam Bi¢imi”,“Degisim”,
“Yolculuk”, “Yasam Anlam1”, “Deger”, “Dirilik”, “Yasam
Haraketi”, “Evlerin Ortak Yasam Alan1 / Avlu”, “Oliim ile Yasam
Arasindaki Siire¢”, “Zaman”, “Toplumsal Deger”.

HAYAT —>

Figure. The concept of “Hayat” and its basic cognitive features were collected from the Turkish
Dictionaries
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Expanding values are indicated by the curved arrow. The highlighted area on the right lists the
main semantic elements associated with “Hayat,” including “life,” “living,” “vitality,” “existence,”
“continuous lifestyle,” “change,” “journey,” “meaning,” “value,” etc. Furthermore, social and cultural
aspects are covered, such as “shared living space/courtyard,” “time,” and “social value,” etc. The
color “orange” was chosen for the purpose of indicating the historical essence of the etymology.

The analysis of the concept hayat demonstrates that life in the Turkish linguistic picture of the
world is understood not as a single fixed concept but as a complex of multidimensional phenomena
shaped by the language. The data reveal that hayat extends beyond its biological aspect to encompass
existence. The richness of its semantic structure reflects a worldview in which life is perceived as a
continuous flow, a meaningful journey, and a dynamic process.

Additionally, the results indicate that the Turkish perspective on life is highly collectivistic and
values-driven. Concepts such as anlam (meaning), deger (value), and toplumsal deger (social value)
emphasize the strong relationship between individual existence and society, tradition, and shared
moral values. At the same time, characteristics like dirilik (liveliness) and yasam hareketi (life
activity) highlight the spiritual and emotional aspects of life, demonstrating the impact of Islamic
philosophy, mysticism, and folk culture.

Furthermore, the changing meaning of hayat, including its architectural interpretation as avlu
and its links to time, age, and space, demonstrates how language reflects common experiences and
collective memory within a culture. Therefore, the idea of life in Turkish acts as a linguistic
representation of the country’s historical journey, philosophical perspective, and cultural principles.
In summary, this research verifies that hayat holds a significant role in the Turkish linguistic
perspective, serving as an essential cultural idea through which Turkish speakers understand
existence, identity, and their position in the world.

2 ¢
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