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Abstract. The article explains the directions of the formation of human potential of the
concept of ecological education. The concept of human potential is understood as a reflection of an
individual’s self-confidence and their capacity for growth and transformation. The factor of
development and real exploration of human potential is the individual’s satisfaction with his
activity, combined with the desire to grow and develop in a certain area. Human potential
encompasses the physical and spiritual capabilities of individuals that can be directed toward
achieving both personal and societal objectives, particularly through the pursuit of self-
actualization. The main content is the preservation and development of people’s individual spiritual,
cultural and humanistic world, in which environmental education plays a special role. The main
component of environmental education is educational potential and is indicated as human potential
concerning a person through one of the main areas. The principles of human potential development
in the field of environmental education are substantiated: stimulation of raising the level of
ecological culture of the population, especially young people; establishment of effective interaction
between regional authorities, large enterprises, public organizations and environmental activists;
identification of the functions of human potential in the provision of resources in the field of
environmental education. Here, environmental education and awareness, which contribute to the
humanistic, spiritual, moral and social development of the individual, are currently becoming
relevant in the context of the formation of human potential. The ecological education carried out by
representatives of formal and non-formal education, as well as their interaction techniques with
other institutions of society, are analyzed. The substantial aspects of the modern development of
ecological education, as well as the primary problems in this area, are considered.

Annomayus. PackpblBalOTCS HaINpaBlIeHHs KOHIENLUU SKOJIOTHYECKOro 00pa3oBaHUs B
(GbopMHpOBaHHUN YEJIOBEUECKOro mnoTeHIuana. IloHsATHEe dYenoBeYecKOro MOTeHLUaNa sBIISETCS
II0Ka3aTeIeM YBEPEHHOCTH 4YEJIOBEKa B ce0€ U €ro COCOOHOCTU MEHSTHCS U PAa3BUBAThCA. 31€CH
q)aKTOpOM Pa3sBUTHUA n pEaJIbHOIO PACKPBITHUA YCJIIOBCUECCKOI'O IIOTCHIIMaJIa  ABJIACTCA
YJIOBJIETBOPEHHOCTh MHIUBHU/Ia COOCTBEHHOM JEATEIbHOCTHIO B COUETAHUU CO CTPEMIIEHHUEM PACTH
U pa3BUBAThCS B OINpeJeNeHHON o0acTu. YenoBeueckuil MOTEHIMAI — 3TO cyMMa (U3UYECKUX U
AYXOBHBIX CHUJI I'paXJ1aH, KOTOPbIC MOT'YyT OBITH HCIIOJIL30BAHbI IJI1 JOCTHXKCHUA MHAWBUAYAJIbHBIX
1 OOILECTBEHHBIX IIEJI€H, B TOM YUCIIE AJIs pAaCIIUPEHUs] BO3SMOKHOCTEH caMOpeanu3aliy 4eI0BeKa.
OCHOBHBIM COJIEpP/KAHUEM SIBIISIETCSI COXPAHEHUE M PA3BUTUE €r0 MHAMBUYAIBLHOTO JTYXOBHOTO,
KyJIbTYpHOIO ¥ TyMaHHUCTHYECKOIO MHpa, B YeM OCOOYyI0 poOJib HIpaeT 3KOJOrMYEcKoe
oOpa3oBaHue. [ TaBHOI COCTaBIAIOUIEH IKOJIOTHUECKOTO 00pa3oBaHus SBJISETCS] 00pa30BaTENbHbII
IIOTCHIHAJI, KOTOpBIfI MMPOABIACTCA KakK YeJ0BEeUECKUH MOTCHOHAJI IO OTHOUICHHUIO K YCIOBCKY
Yyepe3 OJHO U3 OCHOBHBIX HampaBieHHH. OOOCHOBaHBI NPHUHLMIIBI PA3BUTUS YEIOBEUYECKOI'O
MOTEHIMaja B cdepe HKOJOTHUECKOr0 OOpa30BaHUSA: CTUMYJIMPOBAHUE TOBBILICHHUS YPOBHS
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AKOJIOTHYECKON KYJIBTYpPbl HACEICHHs, OCOOCHHO MOJIOACKHU; HalaXuBaHue IPPEKTHUBHOTO
B3aMIMOJICHICTBUSL PETHOHAIBHBIX OPraHOB BIIACTH, KPYIHBIX MPEANPUSNTHIH, OOIIECTBEHHBIX
OpTraHU3aIMi U YKOJOTHYECKIX aKTUBHCTOB; Orpenenenue GpyHKIUI 4eI0BeUYeCKOro MOTEHINAla B
pecypcHOM oOecriedeHun chepbl AKOJIIOTHYecKoro oOpa3oBanHus. Ilpm 3TOM B KOHTEKCTE
(OpMHUPOBaHHS YEIOBEYSCKOTO TMOTCHIMAa B HACTOSAINIEe BpPEeMs aKTYaJIbHBIM CTaHOBHTCS
HKOJIOTHYECKOEe O0pa3oBaHHE M MPOCBELICHHE, CIOCOOCTBYIONINE T'YMaHHCTHYECKOMY, AYXOBHO-
HPAaBCTBEHHOMY W  COIMAJbHOMY DPa3BUTHIO JIMYHOCTH. AHAIU3UPYETCS OIKOJIOTHYECKOE
MPOCBEIIEHHE, OCYIIECTBIIEMOE MPEICTABUTEISIMUA (POPMaTBHOTO ¥ He(hOPMAILHOTO 00pa30BaHMUS,
a TaKkKe CIOCOOBl WX B3aUMOJICHCTBUS C JPYrUMH HHCTUTYTaMH oOOmecTBa. PaccMOTpeHbI
OCHOBHBIC aCIIEKTHl COBPEMEHHOTO Pa3BUTHS IKOJIOTUYECKOTO OOpa30BaHMS, a TAKKEe OCHOBHBIE
poOJIeMbI B 3TON 00J1aCTH.
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The category of “human potential” is far-reaching in numerous fields of knowledge,
especially in economics and sociology. It has been accepted as both an indicator of the development
of social systems and a process of individual development [1-3].

Thus, 1.V. Soboleva defines human potential as “the accumulated reserve of physical and
moral health, general cultural and general professional competence, creative, entrepreneurial and
civic activity, realized in various fields of activity, as well as at the level and structure of needs” [4].

According to T.l. Zaslavskaya, human potential is a set of physical and spiritual forces of
citizens that can be used to achieve individual and social goals, including expanding the
possibilities of human self-realization. The concept of “human potential” indicates a person’s self-
confidence, his ability to change and develop [5].

Even the Russian economist A. O. Verenik does not pay attention to the market basis of a
person in his definition, considering it “the set of creative abilities of an individual, each of whose
potentials is used in the appropriate form in the life process of an individual” [6].

Foreign scholars interpret the development of human potential as an expansion of the
possibilities of realizing goals [7].

V. V. Sinitsina offers both a broad and a narrow interpretation of human potential. For us, the
definition in a broad sense is more important. Here, the factor of development and real exploration
of human potential is the satisfaction of the individual from his or her activity, combined with the
desire to grow and develop in a certain area. It, in turn, ensures cultural development and self-
improvement, the creation of a favorable environment for people from an ecological point of view
[8].

As a rule, the following forms of human potential are distinguished: educational, cultural,
spiritual, intellectual and others. Its components are also noted: human health potential (physical
and mental), readiness to start a family, environmental behavior, civic activity, adaptation to social
infrastructure, knowledge and qualities, cultural and value orientations and psychological
competence [9].

It is also feasible to distinguish between life potential, which reflects certain features of
human life processes, and individual potential, which includes both spiritual, intellectual and
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creative, and motivational development of a person. As O. I. Ivanov noted, at the personal level, the
characteristics of human potential are qualities that reflect the level of his activity and significantly
affect the results achieved in the process of activity, and at the same time indicate a person’s
participation in his or her activity. At the organizational level, in his opinion, the mentioned features
of human potential are conceptually preserved, but the results achieved are scaled following the
levels of the state management hierarchy [10].

Provided that we consider, we are likely to notice that the primary component of ecological
education is educational potential and "human potential™ concerning a person through one of the
main areas. At the same time, the human potential of an individual may not be embodied in
professional activities, but can be realized within the framework of his self-development, spiritual
and cultural improvement, hobbies [11].

Environmental education and enlightenment, which contribute to the humanistic, spiritual,
moral and social development of the personality, are currently becoming relevant in the context of
the formation of human potential. Indeed, raising the level of ecological culture for human health as
a key component of human potential is especially required in the context of the spread of the
technocratic world. However, the low level of development of ecological culture does not permit a
person to realize the extent of his or her responsibility for the state of the external environment [12].

Ecological education, in turn, is one of the main factors in the formation of ecological culture,
which is “expressed in readiness for responsible behavior and action under moral duty and legal
norms” [13].

Ecological culture has a direct impact on the motivational qualities of the individual in the
field of increasing and accumulating human potential, aimed at creative self-expression and self-
realization. The issue of the comprehensive and continuous nature of environmental education, the
penetration of modern environmental ideas and values into all spheres of social activity remains
relevant. Educators emphasize the difficulty of introducing environmental education as a
compulsory subject in connection with the need for constant updating of curricula. Currently, the
effectiveness of the transition from environmental education to greening of education is noted,
which ensures the application of an ecological approach and principles to all components of the
educational process [14].

Environmental education is also considered within the framework of a cultural model, which
consists in its humanization, giving it a general cultural and value-worldview orientation [15].

The importance of implementing environmental education is reflected in the priamry
principles of state policy in the field of environmental education and education of the population of
the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On Environmental Education and Education of the
Population”, which entered into force on January 29, 2003, which determines the legal, economic
and organizational foundations of the state policy of the Republic of Azerbaijan on environmental
education and education of the population, and regulates relations in this area [16].

According to the legislation, since January 2003, environmental education of the population,
environmental education and education of the growing generation and young people in our country
have been general and mandatory under the procedure established by legislation.

The law presents environmental education as a process of teaching and learning norms,
special knowledge, experience on environmental protection and use of natural resources. Ecological
knowledge is provided as information on the environment, ecology, and mutual relations between
man and nature. A key objective in the field of ecology is to enhance the environmental culture of
the population, along with their educational level, professional skills, and ecological awareness.

Ecological education is a process of personality change based on continuous training,
upbringing and development, the formation of a system of scientific and practical knowledge and
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skills, value orientations, behaviors, responsible, harmonious attitude to the environment. Also,
children develop an understanding of the ‘“correct” interaction with the environment and the
necessary basic competencies.

In the context of modern environmental education, it is essential to consider the attitudes of
the Azerbaijani population toward environmental issues. According to a survey conducted in recent
years, more than half of the respondents believe that the ecological situation is worsening rather
than improving. According to the results of the conducted studies, pollution of the banks of the city
and surrounding water bodies, waste discharged into the atmosphere, illegal deforestation, etc. are
considered to be the most urgent environmental problems. Moreover, the population is concerned
about both the ecological situation in the country and issues related to creating conditions for
receiving environmental education and training. One of the priority areas related to environmental
protection is the implementation of environmental education, as well as the creation of the
necessary conditions for the formation of an ecological culture. Therefore, the development of
human potential and the formation of ecological culture can be achieved by involving students more
in environmental education through the personal participation of teachers and students in creating
conditions for understanding the meanings of the environment.

To date, various environmental education programs, textbooks and teaching aids aimed at
developing a holistic understanding of natural phenomena, as well as humanistic education, have
been published in general and higher education institutions.

According to scientific research, the development of a responsible attitude toward the
environment, as well as the formation of ecological culture and worldview, can be effectively
achieved through a two-level educational approach. The first level is theoretical and practical,
consistent and foundational, and is delivered within the framework of school education. For
instance, through the subject “Ecology”, students learn key ecological concepts, laws, theories, and
the basics of social and urban ecology, along with both global and national environmental issues.
The second level operates at a practical-theoretical, flexible, regional, and local level. At this stage,
students explore “regional and local environmental problems, urban ecology, social ecology, and
aspects of human ecology” [17].

Importantly, this educational process is supported by the active involvement of local
authorities, public associations, media outlets, educational organizations, cultural institutions,
museums, libraries, environmental agencies, and even sports and tourism organizations [18], all of
which contribute meaningfully to environmental education across various sectors.

In addition to this, collaborative project initiatives involving educational institutions, public
organizations, major industrial enterprises, business entities, and regional and local authorities in
the fields of education and public awareness are gaining increasing popularity. Participation in such
projects offers valuable opportunities for experimentation, creative thinking, and the development
of knowledge and practical skills [19].

As a result of this collective effort by environmental advocates, methodological frameworks
for environmental lessons have been developed, a resource conservation center has been
established, and volunteer groups are actively operating. The study revealed that involving students
in project-based activities, thematic lessons, excursions, and similar events significantly enhances
environmental education, especially when combined with active participation in sustainable
environmental learning. Such involvement contributes meaningfully to the development of human
potential. Research indicates that the successful organization of environmental education initiatives
largely depends on the collaboration between various societal institutions. In several regions,
coordinating bodies focused on environmental issues have been established. These typically include
general education institutions, museums, libraries, national parks, as well as both commercial and
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non-commercial environmental organizations. National parks and historical-geographical museums
play a crucial role in helping students develop an understanding of the biodiversity of their native
ecosystems, as well as the environmental challenges and risks specific to their regions. In many
cases, the initiative for additional environmental education for schoolchildren originates from the
teaching staff of general education institutions themselves. Additionally, in contrast to findings
from earlier studies, recent observations indicate that the activation of project-based activities is
now driven not only by educational and public organizations but also by enterprises and
administrative bodies. A notable example of this involvement is the provision of grant support by
enterprises to fund and implement environmental education initiatives for the wider population.
Thus, three main directions in the development of environmental education can be identified. The
first is the theoretical (scientific) approach, which is integrated into school subjects, ecological
clubs, and academic sections. The second is the practical aspect, involving youth participation in
various projects, events, competitions, and volunteer initiatives. The third is the cultural and
educational dimension, which includes ethnocultural, scientific, environmental, tourist, and other
activities aimed at raising awareness and fostering a deeper connection with nature and local
environmental heritage.

Currently, attempts are being made to balance various aspects of environmental education by
combining scientific, general cultural and project activities. At the same time, the question arises of
the need to choose a certain model of the concept of greening education, which determines the
functions, principles and ways of implementation to form the ecological culture of students and
develop their ecological awareness. In turn, increasing the level of participation of each person in
solving global and local environmental problems of the territory in which he lives, his active
participation in project activities contributes to the expansion of the scope of social responsibility,
the development of the human potential not only of society, community, but also of the person
himself or herself.

President Ilham Aliyev’s declaration of 2010 as the “Year of Ecology” in our country is a
clear example of the great attention and sensitivity to the solution of environmental problems. The
declaration of 2024 as the “Year of Solidarity for a Green World” by the Decree of the President of
Azerbaijan dated December 25, 2023 once again highlights that our country has demonstrated great
will by contributing to the fight against the consequences of climate change. It is reported that one
of the five national priorities of Azerbaijan for socio-economic development by 2030 has been
determined as “A country with a clean environment and green growth”. Following this priority,
work is being carried out to improve the environment, restore and increase greenery, and ensure the
efficient use of water resources and sustainable energy sources. The organization of the 29th session
of the COP in Baku in November 2024 under the chairmanship of Azerbaijan was one of the
significant historical events in the life of our people. It should be noted that the holding of this
prestigious event in our country is based on serious political and economic reasons. In particular,
the activity shown at the national and international levels to protect the environment within the
framework of sustainable development and solve global ecological problems are important factors
that determine our country's hosting of COP29 (https://president.az/az/articles/view/738).

The “Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Secretariat
of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the Kyoto Protocol and the Paris
Agreement” was approved by the Decree of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated July
13, 2024. The “Memorandum of Understanding on Information Exchange between the Government
of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Secretariat of the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change, the Kyoto Protocol and the Paris Agreement” was approved by the Decree of the
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated October 10, 2024. The Law of the Republic of
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Azerbaijan “On Ratification of the Paris Agreement Adopted at the 21st Conference of the Parties
to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change” (October 28, 2016) was signed.

The aforementioned agreements and conventions envisage the establishment of cooperation
between the parties in the areas of climate change, prevention of environmental pollution, waste
management and reuse, land protection, assessment of negative impacts on the environment, as well
as other areas. Our country, by gaining the opportunity to closely participate in the discussion of
issues related to global climate change, also influences the formation of international policy in this
area. Provided that we summarize the above, it becomes perceptible that global environmental
problems seriously concern humanity. The Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change is one of the institutional mechanisms that plays a significant role in
ensuring environmental security at the global level. The sustainable development of our country, the
successes achieved in the field of environmental protection as one of its components, and the targets
set for the next stage play a decisive role in the decision to hold the 29th session of the COP in
Azerbaijan. COP29 creates new prospects for cooperation between our country and foreign states
and international organizations to prevent climate change.
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